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Kampuchea,

Three Years Old

For the First Time, a Glimpse of
How Life Has Been Transformed by
the Communist-led Revolutionaries
of What Was Formerly Cambodia

In late March and early April, @ group
af Yigoslev journalists toured Kampu-
chea, formerly Cambodia, and them |
Vietnam. Their report on Kampuchea is
the first by profesvional journalists since
the Comnunist forces fook Phnom Penk
three years ago. Some of their films have
appeared on CBS mews bui these excerpts
from the Belgrade newspaper Politika are
the first wrilten sccount fo appear in the
American press

It showld be kept in mind that although
Yuposhrvia is also ruled by @ Commiiist
Party, in many ways Yugosiav thinking is
Jar fram thar af the Kampuchean Com-
RS Senpicions that @ moie of iromy is
intended in some statements may well
be justified ~].5.

FPhoom Peah. Before Lon Nol's 1970 pro-
American coup aguinst Prince Sihanouk,
Phoom Penh had between 500,000 and
600,000 inhabitants. During the war,
people poured into the cithes as & result of
social pressures and the American bomb-
ing. By the time the liberation forces en-
tered in 1973, the population of Phnom
Penh had reached about two million, in
the opinion of most foreigners.

The population 4 aow afficially about
200,000, but as far as we could see there
were fights in at most every fifth or sixh
house, so it is hardly likely that the ity is
inhabited by more than 20,000 people,
including soldiers.

The National Bank buikding lies in
ruins; our guides told us it was destroyed
two days after the liberation of the clty in
the course of repeated enemy diversionary
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These shots of the new K.

Its workers, and

aitacks. The bank's safes arc buried under
piles of rubkle. Whether they are full or,
s is more probable, empty, is a matter of
no concern: Kampuchea has abolished
money 85 & means of exchange.

The door of the post office where three
years ago the last disparches of foreign

corespondents were transmitted around |
| the world is now covered with an iron

screen. Desks arc dusty and sparrows fly
through the silem ventilators.

Scenes of destruction aliernate with re-
paired or undamaged objects and build.
ings. In front of an empty villa, its yard
overgrown with weeds, stands a banered
old abandoned schoolbus, but nearby
workers bustle past the wavy palms on the
brogd avenues and trim the grass. Along
with their shovels and canicens, some of
the workers carry guns, carclessly thrown
over their shoulders.

In & tailor shop amidst the half-de-
siroyed capboards lay a pile of half-scwn
caps. Yei lader we saw a group of young
women carefully whitewashing the walls
of one of the recently re-opened factories.
Indhussery is beginning 10 function again—
but a majority of the workers are new.

‘We heard several reasons for the evacu-
ation of Phnom Penh and the country’s
other cities. One was that it was difficult
o feed the people in postwar conditions.
A second suggesied that the removal of
the inhabitans made it possible o destroy
the foreign intelligence network, chiefly
American, which was attempting to
obatrust the consolidation of the new
regime. A third asserts that there were
about three million people in Kampu-

chea's cities a1 the time of the liberation

“who ate a lot and didn't do a stitch of |

work.” Our hosis siaied thai the city
dwellers were involved in delinquency,
eriminality, speculstion, prostitution and
decadent behavior.

Mow, our hosts told ws, between two
and a half and three million people who
were in the cities at the time of the
liberation are alongside the “‘poor and
lower-middle peasants,” in the rural co-
operatives, in the rice felds, digging
canals and building dams and irrigation

We visited the Leay Bo cooperative, not |

far from the dusty city of Takeo, in
southern Kampuchéa. It contains, we
learned, about 10,000 people divided into
work brigades. Superficially, the coopera-
tive resembles a Chinese commune,
because the political terminology em
ploved by officials is similar. Nevertheless
the differences are substantial.

While Chinese communes employ a
system of payment according to work, in
these cooperatives work-related payments
have been eliminated. Complete equality
prevails: every member of the cooperative
receives one black linen suit of clothes
from the state every year. According 1o
our guides, each person receives one thind
of a 1on of rice annually. This more or less
coincides with the statement of Prime
Minister Pol Poi that every Kampuchean
receives 312 kilograms of rice a year.
Every member of the coop receives six
kilograms of salt a year. We didn't get the
impression that the Kampuchean country-
side is suffering any food shortages; rice is

undoubtedly ample in this land rich in
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are laken by & Yugoslar film crew which accompanied the joumalists on their tour.

water and canals, and fish is similarly

abundant; the climate assures that any-
thing planied has to bear fruit, so there
are also plenty of vegetables, The cooper
ative exchanges goods with other coopera-
tives on the basis of prices set by the state.
During our talk with sctivius of o
cooperative, the women sal on one side
and the men on the other, The atm
phere was, to put it mildly, very solem

perhaps because we were the first for- |

eigners 10 come there; we had consider.
abile di y persuading the wamen to
smile when we ook pictures,
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One is the continuing and substantial
revolutionary secrecy. Although the Com-
munist Party, which led the revolution,
publicly revealed its existence last Fall,
only a small number of its leaders is
known. When speaking. Kampuchean
Communists habitually use quiet tomes,
almost a half-whisper. In our travels from
province 1o province, on our long journey
through roadways in unbearable heat, we
were efficiently transferred from hand 1o
hand with the help of some secret and
barely noticeable communications

A second significant characteristie of
the new regime is the absence of any civil
povernment aside from the Mational
Assembly. There are no district or pro-
vincial assemblics nor executive orgam.
Administrative affairs and political mo-
bilization are the responsibility of ihe
party commitiees, The size of the party
commitiess does not appear 1o be pro-
portional to the number of workers in a
given establishment or to the number of
inhabitants im the locality. One small fac-
tory in Phnom Penh has a party
committee of seven people for 300
workers. The party commitiee in the
Kampong Som harbor, with about 6,000

| workers, has only five members and it is
direcily responsible 1o the Minisiry of
Communications.

With the exception of unions on the
factory and enterprise level, there are o
cubtural, technical, military, sport, hu-
manitarian, professional or other organi-
mtions in Kampuches. Our hosts ex
plained that because there are only two
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classes in the couniry, peasanis and
workers, it isn't necessary o establish spe-
cial social-political organizations, except
for the Communist Party, which directly
adminisiers all affairs. Workers arc ongan-
ized in unions, pessanls in cooperatives;
thas is sufTicient for the system 1o function.
function.

The third characteristic of the regime
which struck us—probably because we
expected a highly-organized system of
political indoctrination—is the absence,
even in mild form, of political indoctrina-
tion. According to our hosts, not one
Marxist-Leninist work has been translated
into Khmer during the three vears since
the Eberation. There s no time for theory
now, they say, We got the impression that
ideological-political work is undevcloped
i the grassroois level. When asked what
politkcal topics they had discussed recent-
Iy, workers responded that they talked
sbout national defense and fulfiling
the productkon plan.

The palitical terminology in official use
s closest to the Chinese. There i no
doubt that Mao Tse-tung's ideas, parti-
cubarly in his works written during the
Chiness revolution, inspired the political
and ideological thought of Pol Por. It Is
also certain that the sirategy and wactics of
the Kampuchean liberation army, espe-
cially in the final operations surrounding
the cities with the support of the rural popu-
lation, indicate a significant application
of the experiences of the Chinese revolution
o the concrete conditions of Kmpucm

I:ntlourl eworth; of

this society is the principal of egnli(lrian-
ism, really “collective socialism.”" The |
absence of commercial relations or of any |
kind of compensation according 1o work
leads in two directions. There is hlchlv-
centralized state control which UHI'!I!!
the state 1o distribute everything from rice |
o the one annual suit of clothes to each of |
its citizens. At the same time there s a |
! 5 sadbcalieen i |
the concept of relying on one’s own |
resources. |

The Kampucheans have proudly reject- |
ed international economic mid because |
they believe that they can develop their |
country with their own resources. Within |
Kampuchea this self-reliance often takes |
extraordinary forms. One cooperative
destroyed houses in order to re-cycle the |
iron stilis cusiomarily used in Kampu-
chean buildings; in the neighboring co-
operative there was an iron junkyard |
which no one had used yet. Trucks filled
with bricks for housing construction adja-
cent to & factory were rolling through the
city sireets while only a mile or so away
there are empty aparimeni buildings |
whose former tenanis have lefi for a dis- |
Lant cooperative.

The fifth and last distinctive feature of
this society—one which explains the |
necessity for developing wioplan visions |
of the futiare—is the very eviden! sense of |
national pride. It is reminiscent of the |
behavior of a quict and introverted person |
whose opinions were hardly taken into |
account urhﬂ but who now speaks "-W‘.
une: v, but invariably by |
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Cape \krde,ThreeYears Oid

The PAIGC Government is Fighting Drought With Popular Mobilization and Rock Dikes

de Aguas Belas

& FRiTs EGENLOEFFEL

Like Kampuches, described in the pre-
vigus artic I {
bween ruled by o Marri erRmen! since
it achieverd independe ree and a half
vears ago. The Cape Verdean approach o
developmient
10 that of Kampuches. Much of the think
ing behind the programs described befow
can be trrced direcily 1o the rheories
developed by Amilcar Cabral, who found
ed the ruling PANGC party and led i until
| his assessinaiton by ihe Poriugnese during
the war of liberarion. Cabral s books e
ound infTuence on many
| Africans in orher cowniries, as well a5 on
con radicals
—1.5

Frits Eisenioefffel is o froe-lonoe journalist
who writes primarily for Dutch news
papers

Ribeira de -\gmh Belas. The name on th
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the ground,
The sun-scorched lm.lmnl\ are on |
island of Samt i ten peaks in an
underwater volcanic mountain range
2 high enough to break the sur
ace of the Atlantic Ocean. This
archipelago was named the Cape Ye
Islands (*“Green Cape" —another mis
er) by the Portuguese who ruled
from the | ry until 1975. The
Portuguese ed a small plantation
economy, wh succumbed 1o

e that somewhere, dee

dirought; fe wries the chief industry

was servicing the Mourishing skave tra
between Africa and the Americas

The islands won their independence & |

year after the overthrow of fasdsm in
Poriugal. Although geographic condi-
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On my last vi 157 -1 there

| were still a few non-irrigated slopes where

tioms had prevenied an armed liberation =c|\r'.| could grow. A briel nighttime shower
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