WASHINGTON = ‘Ths avacuation nf
Cambhondia's largnr citirg has heen son-
sationalized in the Western press as
a “death march.” In fact, it was a Jour.
ney away from certain death by

© starvation, for at the time the former

‘Phnom Penh Government surrendered,
-starvation was aiready a renlity in the _

urhan centers, and widespread famina
only a matter of weeks away, while in
the countrysida thera was a sizabla
food surplus,

Tha éoup d'atat of 1970 was fol-
lowed by five years of dealh, suffering
and destructinn, with 600,000 Cam-

bisdisne on both sides killad. Primarily
hreayes of a large-seale United States

hombing: campalpn in which 59,129
thns of bomby were dropped on the

Cambodian countryside, tha spearian

economy was shatterrd, Almost half of
Cambodia’s  populatinn  heeamns  rof-
ugees, many of whaom fled to the cities

Where they becama fully depandent on’

Un‘ncd, States-supplied rice,

Phnam Penh, with a popu!aﬂr.m of
00,000 befora the war, had swollen to
1.5 million by the war's end.

Last March, tha director of the
Inited States Agancy for Tnternational
Development in Camhodia, Norman
Sweet, estimaled that in Phnom Penh
alone 1.2 mitlion penple were in “es.
prrate need” of United States food,
although at the tima only  £40,000
prople wers actually receiving soma
form of United States foed support,

In spite of tha sizahle United States
Fand for Peace program, starvation

star widsly repartpd,

When the war snded; the new teadrra
inherited  citine, patticlarly Phnom
Pernh, which worn totally unpradielive,
devandant an impnris F thie hasica of
orvival, o The " Raval  Gousrnment's
Army had very limited mntor transpor!,
end the United Statec.cipnlind tricks
captiured from the Lon Nol foreey were

selase without fuel. Morrovar, hae '

evaciation was faiiticaliv sxpadient,
for il enabled the nrw teaders ty com.
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pletely replaca the civilian infraatrie-
ture in the cities With their own peaple,

ALD. olficials in Waslifnpton aatl.
mate that a total of 65,000 metric tons
of rice was Ieft in the enclaves con-
trolled' by the Lon Nol Government at
the time of its surrender,

Howaver, TitHe of it zerm4 to have
bean in Phnom Prnh, for on |5 April,
two days before the old Gousrnment
surrendared and aftar phe United States
rice airlift wag halted, ALD. officialy
reported that stockpiles of rica in
Phrom Penh could iast for six daya,

In the 85 per ¢cznt of Cambodia that
had been administered by ths Cam-
bodian Royal Government of National
Union (the Khmer Rouge), rice, fish,
meat and fruit were exported to Viet-
nam, primarily in exchange for mili-
tary hardware, Sinee Conprees foreed
A halt to the United Sinteq hombing,

farmers in the “liherated neas” havn

had almost twa vears ta rebulld ir-
rigation canals and dikes, which en-

(Abled them to haryest a large dry-

season rice erop this spring,

The new Government tnnk over right
al the hepinning of the monsann ralns,
when the riea crop mist bha planted
for harvest in November, Pirs fa &
lahorintrpeivn trop-~rarh riea =tnlk
must he planted: hy hand: thus addi.
tional penple in the conntryszide an.
paged in agrictiltiyre  wonld  Inerease
the area under collivation, and {he
tolal harvest, Aceording to & Phnom
Penh brondenst, the new Guvarmment
hos nitinted an Ammedinta vegoinhia.

planting program, distiibuting sends
throughout the countryside that cah
yield a harvest ay soon &s six weeks
alter peing planted. A

Obvinusly there is a shortage of fond

in Cambodia, and in some areas ]

severs shortape, Until the current riecs
crop can he harvested in Novemher,
the  population  wil] certhinly  face
privation, and undoubtndly ome, 3.
pecially the sged and the very young,
weakenad and dizeased, will dis, -

- Howrver, the avallable evidenca sug-
gests that recent reports in the West-!

ern media, based on  United Statas
intciiigenen sourers, of hundredr of
thovsands, or even millions, perishing
from starvatinn are relf-serying exag-
grrations plarted to discredit the asw
Govarnmhnt,

Thesn same soureey gnve birth th &
furry  of  anneational
storirs, nourithed with “synwitness pa
counts,” that madn headlines {n the
days Immediately, following tha i

tender of Thoom Panh, Tha Moyawits -

ness accounts” turned out to ha
second. or third-hand rumors, and the

'stories. quickly disappenred in the
press in the absence of any substan- ,

tiating evidenca, R

Now that the war han & fa=t
came to an end, there is reasnn to ha.
lirvr that afier initial difficultien arn
siweniounied the naw Government's sil-
ont effort to inereasa fond produrtion
will transform Cambpdia intn a 1ang
self suffirient in fnod, and within s faw
years, inta a rice-expnrting nation, as
it was hrefore it was ravished by war,

William Goodfellow, an azanciate with
tha Institute for Internationdal. Poliey,
feft Camhadia with the final United
States evacuntion tn April,

“blondbnth'.

Cifoos b Nt e 0
o \_fwgd 7¢/L\ lraed o 7’@'«1 & T
s £

s

s

o
&
o]



